amination the exact condition of the os uteri, the cervix, the vagina, and other parts, which might be the seat of morbid action.
Meanwhile an auxiliary to the aid and support of the doctrines of Dr Bennet appeared in the person of Mr Whitehead of Manchester, whose work was published in 1847, and was very fully examined in the sixty-ninth volume of this Journal in January 1848. We then took occasion to advert to the important confirmation of the general correctness of the doctrines taught by Dr Bennet, which was afforded by the experience of Mr Whitehead. It is a leading feature of the work of Mr Whitehead that it contains, though collected from different sources and in an independent manner, very full and strong evidence of the justness of the leading principles advanced by Dr Bennet.
Various circumstances concurred to prevent us from giving of the second edition of the work of Dr Bennet such an account as it seemed to deserve. As, however, the third edition is now placed before the profession, it becomes requisite to direct the attention of practitioners, both medical and sur-gical, to the consideration of a subject upon which it is of the utmost importance that they should entertain correct ideas, both pathological and therapeutic.
The condition called inflammation, especially chronic, is an important element in many diseases, either as an adjunct, an antecedent, or a consequent; and in the morbid states of the womb and its appendages, the part which it performs, Dr Bennet undertakes to shew, is one of great moment, whether we look to the uniformity with which it is present, to the effects which it produces upon the uterus and its functions, or to the means by which the physician may expect to restore the organ to its healthy state, and re-establish the health of the patient. Inflammation, or a state analogous to it, and not to be distinguished from it, and occasionally its natural effects, are, according to Dr Bennet, the cause not only of Amenorrhea, Dysmenorrhea, Leucorrhcea, and various forms of utero-vaginal discharge, but of Sterility, Abortion, and all those conditions of the uterus and ovaries which render the former organ incapable of its function of sustaining a living foetus during the usual period of pregnancy. Inflammation also, generally chronic, constitutes an important part of all those forms of alteration in position which the uterus is liable to undergo; and it is an effect or adjunct not uncommon of many of the new growths to which the organ is liable.
The inflammatory state, however, which gives rise to all these evils is not ordinary inflammation affecting the entire organ. Though this may be the case, it is however greatly more common for this morbid action to affect the Cervioc, or Neck and Orifice of the Uterus, and especially the Mucous Membrane by which this part is lined, and the Muciparous Follicles with which this membrane is provided. In other circumstances it affects the whole mucous membrane of the uterus.
Dr Bennet begins the discussion on Inflammation of the Uterus in a peculiar manner.
He first undertakes to explain the circumstances which render inflammation of the uterine cervix, a frequent instead of a rare disease. That is, he presumes first that it is a frequently prevalent affection ; and then he assigns reasons why it should be so. These circumstances are the following.
In The cervix itself when chronically enlarged, presents all the characteristics of cellular hypertrophy, its tissue being more dense and more resisting than in the normal state.
The next Chapter, the Sixth, may be regarded as presenting the enumeration and development of those pathological principles which peculiarly distinguish the treatise of Dr Bennet. Hitherto inflammation and ulceration of the Cervix Uteri has been viewed as a substantive affection. Here it is considered in its connection with Leucorrhcea, Dysmenorrhea, Amenorrhea, Irregular Menstruation, Partial Prolapsus, and similar displacements of the Uterus. The affection is accordingly considered more particularly as it takes place in the virgin female.
According to Dr Bennet, the existence of inflammatory ulceration of the Uterine Neck is a disease of not unfrequent occurrence, was totally unsuspected by all who had written on uterine diseases previous to the time, 1845, at which Dr Bennet published the first edition of his work ; and even the author himself spoke at that time of the lesion in terms of doubt and hesitation. He adduces at the same time, from that edition, a passage with the view of acknowledging that the passage contains an error which he now desires to rectify. 
